Twelve years of "Case reports" in the Journal of the Norwegian Medical Association.
"Case reports" is the title of a column in the Journal of the Norwegian Medical Association devoted to educational patient histories accompanied by an expert commentary. The aim of this study is to describe the patients and authors in this column since its introduction in 1999. The study is based on electronic literature searches in the Journal's internet archive (2000-2011) supplemented by manual searches in the printed edition (1999). The medical specialities of the authors were defined on the basis of their workplace affiliations. Literature searches identified 157 case reports and 157 accompanying commentaries that had been published in "Case reports". Of the 157 patients, 73 (46.0 %) were men and 84 (54.0 %) women aged 0-90. The most frequently represented age group was 51-60 years. First authors were most often affiliated with departments of internal medicine with associated subspecialties (34.0 %), neurology (13.0 %), general surgery with subspecialties (11.0 %) and paediatrics (10.0 %). Paraclinical specialties, most frequently pathology and radiology, were mainly represented by co-authorships. Only 7 (1.0 %) of a total of 676 authors were associated with psychiatry and 5 (0.7 %) with general practice. The column "Case reports" has been illustrated through a period of 12 years by a wide range of patients, but the medical specialties are unevenly represented. It would be desirable to have more articles from specialties such as psychiatry and general practice.